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National CAFO Rule Passed

When EPA and USDA announced
their comprehensivewater quality rule
for dealingwithlivestock feeding
operationsin December, Utahwater
qudity andagricultureofficidswere
smiling becausethey knew Utahiswell
onitsway tomeetingfederal
requirementsandwell ahead of other
states.

“Qur Utahlivestock producershave
beenexemplary inleadingthese
changesnationdly,” saidUtah
Commissioner of Agriculture, Cary G.
Peterson. “ Our goal istoreducewater
pollutionwhilesustainingaviable
livestock industry. Wearewell
positionedtodothis.”

Thenationa rulewasannounced
Secretary of AgricultureAnnVeneman
and EPA Adminigtrator Christine
Whitmaninmid-December. Therule
requiresall “ Concentrated Animal
FeedingOperations’ —large
operationsincludingthosewith 1,00 or
morecattleand 700 dairy cows—to
obtainpollutiondischargepermits.
Theseoperatorshavepollution
dischargeallocations. A listdetailing
thenumbersof other typesof livestock
needed to requireapermit appearson
page?2 of thispublication.

USDA estimatesthat thisrulecould
affect asmany as 15,500 operations
nationwide.
InUtahthenumberisfarless,
accordingto GeorgeHopkin, Utah
Department of Agricultureand Food
environmental quality chief. Nearly
3,000 operationshavebeenor will
soon be assessed to seeif they require
apermit. Asof January 9, 2003, only
51 of the 1,656 operations assessed
sofar definitely requireapermit.

Utah started assessinglivestock
operationsmorethanayear and ahalf
ago. Therearestill about 1,000
operationstoassess. Theseveral
agenciesandagricultural groupsthat
startedworkingonUtah' sanimal
feeding operation strategy about three
yearsago knew that they needed to

determinetheir status. Theassessment
phaseisscheduled to be complete by
April 2003. Thoseneedingapermit
must a socompleteaComprehensive
nutrient Management Plan. The
operationsnot requiringapermitare
encouragedtocompleteanutrient

compl etetheUtah Strategy and
start working ontheassessment
phaseeven beforethenational rule
wascompleted.
“Thisisatremendousnumber of
operationsfor astateto assessina
short period of time, anditisonly

possibleduetoauniquepartnership  planandundertakevoluntary
between agenciesandthe management measures.
agricultureindustry,” saidDon Onethingthat makesUtah' splan
Ostler, director, Utah Divisionof stand outistheway it treatsthose
Water Qudlity. livestock operationsthat havefewer

Asaresult of thiscooperativeeffort,
Utahlivestock producersarefar
ahead of thegameincomplyingwith
thenew federd rule.

Thefirst phaseof theUtah
approachisto assessall the
livestock operationsinthestateto

than 1,000 animal units, but that have
runoff problems. Under therule,
operationsof any sizethat discharge
intoalivebody of water must be
permitted. In Utah, however, those

See "CAFO" on page 2

Is This California?

No--But Where's the Snow?

Temperatures soared to thelow 60sby theend of January in Salt Lake
City. Statewide snowpack had dwindled to about 55-60 percent of
normal. Despiteafew February storms, thedrought persists. Thisgolf
coursenear theSalt Lakelnternational Airport wasoneof many through-
out thestatethat offered arareopportunity thisyear for local golferstogolf
inUtahinJanuary. Many courseswereopen nearly every day of January.

Phase Il Regs.
to Take Effect

March 10, 2003 isquickly ap-
proaching.

That'stheday that about 80
communitiesinUtahhavetohave
their ssormwater management plans
and permitapplicationsinto EPA.

Atarecent meeting of theUtah
Chapter of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society, astormwater
expertfromtheUtah Department of
Environmental Quality and represen-
tativesfrom severa communitiesin
Utah County (about 40 milessouth of
Salt Lake City) discussed the dead-
lineandwhat it meansfor themunici-
palitiesand countiesinvolved.

TheMarch deadlineisno sur-
prised to those affected by the Phase
Il regulations. All thatisdueon
March 10thistheapplicationand
SiX-point stormwater management
planrequired by the Clean Water
Act.

Somecommunities, suchasOrem
City, arewell ahead of thegame.
They havecompletedtheir planand
havebeenactively workingtoward
implementingitfor sometime. Infact,
Oremandother municipalitieshave
already established taxingauthority to
hel pfund stormwater infrastructure
improvementsand publicoutreach
and publicinvolvement efforts. Other
communitiesarestill workingontheir
applicationsandplans.

Under Phasel of thestormwater
regulations, mediumandlargemunici-

See "Stormwater” on page 2
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smaller operationsaregiventimeto
devel opamanagement planand
voluntarily completeprojectsto
control runoff. If anoperation
controlsrunoff withintheallottedtime
nopermitisissued.

“That’ swhat setsUtah apart,” said
Larry Lewis, spokesman, Utah
Department of Agricultureand Food.
“Wefirstworkedvoluntarily with
someincentives, rather thanfinesand
penalties, to get thejob done. We're
knownthroughout thecountry for this
approach, and now theEPA is
encouraging statesnationwidetodo
thesame.”
Asfarmersandrancherstransition
intotheimplementation phase, state
andfedera grant money hasbeen
usedto help completeprojects. In
2001, theUtah L egidatureauthorized
$340,000i nmanuremanagement
grants. Thestateal soreceived
$125,000fromthe USDA’ sNatural
ResourceConservation Service.
BecauseUtahissofaralonginthe
process, it should havenotrouble
meetingthe EPA’ s2006 deadlinefor
compliance.

"Stormwater"
continued from page 1

palities, 10 categoriesof industry and
largeconstructionsites(5acresor
more). Mediummunicipditiesare
thosewith apopulation of 100,000 -
249,999. Largemunicipaitieshavea
population of 500,000 or gresater.

Phasell now includesadditional
industrial categories, small construc-
tionsites(1acreor greater) and small
M$4s. Inpractical terms, operators
of MSAscanincludemunicipalities
andlocal sewer districts, stateand
federal departmentsof transportation,
universities, hospital's, military bases,
andcorrectiona facilities.

EPA definesaregulatedsmall
MSHA as"any small MHA located inan
‘urbanized' area(UA), asdefined by
theBureau of Census, or located
outsideaUA and broughtintothe
program by theNational Pollution
DischargeElimination System
(NPDES) permittingauthority."

Under Phasell of thestormwater
regulations, every regulated small
MSAmust:

e Submitan applicationof Notice
of Intent by March 10,2003.

e Developastormwater manage-

EPA Declares March
Nonpoint Source month

Aspart of the'Y ear of Clean
Water celebration, theU.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency hasoffi-
cialy declared March 2003 as
Nonpoint Source(NPS) Month.

Aspart of the observance, EPA
hascreated posters, bookmarks,
flyersand other materialsdesignedto
raiseawarenessabout NPSpollution.

For moreinformationabout NPS
monthor toorder materialsgoon-
linetothe EPA web site.
http://Amww.epagov/water/
yearofcleanwater/month.html.

NPSMonthispart of theY ear of
CleanWater celebrationthat was
originaly developedtocommemorate
the30thanniversary. EPA isrecog-
nizingsevera water quality topics
throughouttheyear. Aprilis
Stormwater Month.

Other NPSoutreachmaterials
fromEPA areavailableonlineat:

WWW.Eepa.gov/nps.

ment planthat includessix Minimum
Control Measures

e Developameansof evaluation
andassessment of reporting

e Keep records.

Thesx minimumcontrol measures
ae

e Publiceducationand outreach
onstormwatrer impacts

Publiclnvolvement and participa-
tion

e |lllicitdischargedetectionand
dimination

e Constructionsiterunoff control

e Post-constructionstormwater
managementinnew devel opment and
redevel opment

e Pollution preventionandgood
housekeeping for municipa opera-
tions.

Whilesomecommunities, suchas
Orem, havebeenimplementingtheir
plansfor sometime, resdentsin
many communitiesthroughoutthe
statewill noticechangesinthecoming
months. Thosechangesmay include
stormwater feesandincreasepublic
outreachdesignedtoraiseawareness
about stormwater pollutionand
changepoallution-causingbehavior.
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Utah Water shed Review isapublication of the Utah Department of
Agricultureand Food, inconjunctionwiththeUtah Divisionof Water
Qudlity.

Utah Water shed Review isfunded by agrant withthe U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency under Section 319 of theClean Water Act, and
by the Utah Department of Agricultureand Food.

Newsletter editor...............cceeveennen. Jack Wilbur
Editorial review/support........... George Hopkin
Editorial review/support............. Mike Reichert

Story/ideasubmissions, commentsand requestsfor additional copies
shouldbedirectedtotheeditor: Email--jackwil bur@utah.gov.
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National Nonpoint Source
Outreach Effort Under Way

NPS Outreach Toolbox due out soon

After nearly threeyearsof re-

search and behind-the-sceneswork,

the Outreach Workgroup of the

national State-EPA Nonpoint Source

(NPS)initiativeisready
toreleasethefirst phase
of theNPS Outreach
Toolbox.

Theoutreachtoolbox
isdesignedtohelploca
watershed groups,
municipdities, soil
conservationdigtricts,
rural water companies
and othersdevelopand
implementtheirown
successful water quality
outreachcampaigns.

Thefirst phaseof the
toolbox, dueout by
June, isateachingguide
and companionvideo.

GettinginStep: A
Guidefor Conducting
Watershed Outreach
Campaigns, contains
morethan 90 pages of
ingtruction, examples
andinteractivework
sheetsthat takegroups
throughasix-step
processof developing
andimplementingan
outreach campaign.

Thesix step process
includesdevel oping:

e Goals

e Target Audience

e Messages

e Format

e Distribution

e Evaluation

Thecompanionvideo
includesashort over-
view of thesteps
followed by four case
studiesfromaroundthe
country that show the
stepsinuse.

Thevideoandguide
arefreeandavailable
throughtheconsulting
firmTetraTech. Please
refer totheannounce-
ment and order formon
thispage.

Eventudlytheguide
book will also be

availableonthe EPA web page, personal stewardshipactivities Thethird phase, newly produced
www.epa.gov/owow/nps/ aroundthehomewill beavailable material sfor each major NPS cat-
outreach.html. near theend of 2003. CDswith egory will bereleasedincrementally.

Phase | of thetoolbox, aCD- existingmaterialsrelatedtoother Thereisnowordyet when Phasel|
ROM of existingmaterialsrelatedto  NPScategorieswill soonfollow. will starttoberel eased.
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The EPA/State Nonpoint Source Qutreach Workgroup is pleased to announce =
the release of the expanded guide Getting in Step: A Guide for Conducting

Watershed Outreach Campaigns. The guide is an update of the popular 1998

Getting In Step: A Guide to Effective Outreach in Your Watershed. The new release
explains how to map out strategies and tailor campaign materials to reach your critical
target audience for maximum campaign effectiveness.

1\30a, The guide includes:
¢ Tips on applying community-based social marketing
techniques
® Creating your outreach message
A ¢ Targeting your audience

@ The scoop on working with mass media, and

® How-to's on developing materials, presentations, and
creative community campaigns

. . The guide also comes with a companion half-hour video that
showcases four watershed campaigns around the U.S. and the
outreach techniques used to accomplish each community’s goals.

3 For more information, and to download a copy
' of the book guide when it is available, visit
www.epa.gov/nps/outreach.html
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Te reserve your free Getting in Step
guide and/or its compantion video,
return this form to:

Adddress

Melissa Galyon

Tetra Tech, Inc.

10306 Eaton Place, Suite 340

Fairfax, VA 22030

(703) 385-6000

Fax: (703) 385-6007

E-mail: malisso.galyon@tetratech-ffx.com

Phone Fox

E-mil

Please send: [ book guide [ video guide [ both
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Utah, Others Still Struggle With Drought

By Jack Wilbur
Utah Watershed Review editor

Thedrought appearstobeoverin
themid-Atlantic
regionof the

and summer seasonsfromtheNa-
tional Westher Serviceisfor dight
improvement at best.

Asof mid-February, snowpack

tion Service(NRCS) snow survey
looksat twoimportant snow-related
numbers: total precipitationand snow
water equivaent. Thelight, dry,

ernUtah, for exampleisrunning 62
percent of normal for snow water
equivalent. Total precipitationis
currently at 72 percent of normal.
Justtothesouthinthe
Weber-OgdenRivers

country wherethey
werediggingout
froma50-year-
magnitudesnow
storminmid-
February and
bracingfor warmer
temperaturesand
rainthatwould
surely bringflood-
ing.

InthePacific
Northwest, my
Sister, and many
other Sesttle-area
residentshaveseen
somemuchran
thiswinter that they
faceaspring of
battlingmoss
wherelawnusedto
be.

TheDroughtin
muchof Cdifornia
seemsto beeasing
after mid-February
rainsbrought so
muchwater sofast
that floodingand
muddlideswere
thebigconcerns.

Yet,inthe
MountainWestwe
remainhighand
dry.

Accordingthea
recent hydrologic

Back to Winter, for A While

=

The photo on the front page of this publication was taken in Salt Lake City on January 31, 2003, when the
temperature was 63 degrees. Two days later Salt Lake City residents woke up to pictures like this. The temperature
had dropped about 25 degrees, and 2-4 inches of snow had fallen at the valley floor. The Northern Utah mountains
received 8-12 inches of snow. The weekend blast of winter delighted skiers, who flocked to the slopes, but the

moisture barely made a dent in snowpack totals. The drought continues.

watershed, thesnow
water equivalentis6l
percent andthetotal
precipitationis66 percent
of normal.
TheProvoRiver-Utah
Lake-JordanRiver area,
whichhasthelargest
population, hasoneof the
lower snow water equiva-
lent percentagesinthe
stateat 54 percent of
normal. Thetotal precipi-
tation number issome-
what better at 65 percent.
TheGreenRiver
drainageintheeast-
central part of thestateis
oneof thebright spots.
TheSnow equivalent
number is71 percent of
normal andthetotal
precipitationis80 percent
of normal.
ThePrice-SanRafadl
watershedsarea sodoing
better thanthestate
average. Thesnow water
equivalentis70 percent
andthetotal precipitation
iS78 percent of normal.
Thesoutheastern
corner of Utah, near the
Four Cornersareais
another hard-hitarea, The
basin-widetotalsare60
percent of averagefor

outlook summary
fromthe Salt Lake City officeof the
Nationa Weather Service, conditions
went frombadtoworsein January.

"January 2003wasamonththat
produced much aboveaverage
temperaturesandlittleprecipitation,”
statesthereport. " Asaresult...most
low elevation snowpackssaw an
early melt, depletingmuchof the
volume"

Thereport goesonto say that
record snowfall isneededthroughout
Utahduring February andMarchfor
the snow season to end at near
averagelevels.

That would beenough of adiscon-
certing thought without anongoing
drought. But thisisthefifthyear of
drought. Theoutlook for thespring

levelsinmuch of Utahwereat about
55-65 percent of normal. TheVirgin
River drainagein Southwest Utah
wasrunning at about 40 percent of
normdl.

Onepositivenoteisthat soil
moi stureconditionsarepretty goodin
many areasof thestate. Themore
moisturethereisinthesoil atthe
beginning of thesnowmelt season, the
morerunoff will makeittostreams,
riversandreservoirs.

Back tothebad news. Reservoir
storagein41 major reservoirsacross
thestateisat 47 percent of capacity,
down 656,000 acrefeet fromlast
year. Thisisal2 percentlossfrom
lastyear'ssurfacewater stores.

TheNatural ResourcesConserva-

powdery snow Utahisknownforis
great for skiing but not sogreat for
water storageand groundwater
recharge. Thisyear thesnow water
equivaentnumber isrunninglower
thanthetotal precipitation, whichjust
makemattersworse.

Accordingtothemost recent
NRCSsnow survey (February 18,
2003), thestatewide snowpack
averagefortotal precipitationis69
percent. However, thestatewide
averagefor snow water equivaentis
61 percent.

WhiletheVirginRiverdrainage
continuesto behardest hit, thereisno
clear"north-south” divisonlikethere
ismany years.

TheBear River drainageinNorth-

snow water equivaent
and 62 percent of normal for total
precipitation.

But, asmentioned before, the St.
Georgearea, theVirginRiver drain-
ageisthehardest hit of all. Despitea
two-day rainin St. Georgein Febru-
ary that produced morethan .5
inchesof water, thesnow water
equivalentinthesnowpackinthe
mountainsabove St. Georgesitsat
40 percent of average.

For moreinformationabout Utah's
snowpack. Log onto theNRCSweb
site:wwwe.ut.nrcs.gov. TheSaltlake
City National Weather Serviceoffice
websiteis: www.wrh.noaa.gov/
sdtlakel.
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